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CONSTITUTION 

NORTHERN 10 ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I – NAME

1-1-1. The name of this organization shall be the Northern 10 Athletic Conference (from hereon to be referred to as the N10)

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

2-1-1.
The purpose of this non-profit association shall be to regulate, supervise and administer interscholastic athletic competition by and among its membership by establishing a common set of rules and regulations that provide for and develop activities to meet the common interests of the member schools.

2-1-2.
In order to fulfill the purposes of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference, the Conference shall encourage the development of programs within the member schools that promote the goals of good sportsmanship, assist in the development of good citizenship, foster the exchange of professional ideas and seek to achieve the goals of educationally-based interscholastic competitions among member schools.  

2-1-3. 
Ohio High School Athletic Association rules and regulations and/or rulings shall precede any provisions of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference Constitution and Bylaws.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

3-1-1. 
The Northern 10 Athletic Conference was established in 2011.  Members of the league include:  Buckeye Central, Bucyrus, Carey, Colonel Crawford, Crestline, Mohawk, Ridgedale, Seneca East, Upper Sandusky and Wynford.

3-1-2.
The initial establishment of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall consist of a two-year non-competitive period commencing in the 2012-2013 school year in which member schools establish league guidelines and bylaws followed by a mandatory five-year participation commitment amongst member institutions that will commence during the 2014-2015 school year and terminate at the conclusion of the 2018-2019 school year.


3-1-2(a):
No current member may serve notice to withdraw from the Northern 10 Athletic Conference prior to 


the 2018-2019 school year.  This constitution, related bylaws, and any/all athletic schedules shall 


serve as a binding contract between each of the member schools for the given time period in 



conjunction with Bylaw 7 (Contracts) of the Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Bylaws.
  

3-1-3.
All schools shall be members of the Ohio High School Athletic Association and agree to abide by the constitution, bylaws, and sports regulations of that organization as well as the constitution, bylaws, rules, regulations, and playing rules of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference.

3-1-4.
New members may be admitted to the Northern 10 Athletic Conference under the following guidelines:


3-1-4(a):
Written application for membership shall be made by the superintendent of the applying school to the 
conference Commissioner no later than thirty (30) days prior to a regularly scheduled meeting of the 

Executive Committee.


3-1-4(b):
The Commissioner shall present the application to the members of the N10 at the next Executive

Board meeting following receipt of the application.


3-1-4(c):
Petitioning schools will be admitted to the N10 within the framework of the constitution by a 70%

majority vote of all member schools.

3-1-5.
The continuous membership is conditioned upon the school conforming to all bylaws and regulations of the Ohio High School Athletic Association and Northern 10 Athletic Conference in the preceding year.

3-1-6.
Membership is automatically renewed for each school year beginning July 1. 

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP WITHDRAWAL, EXPULSION, SUSPENSION


1. Withdrawal

4-1-1.
In order for a member school to voluntarily withdraw from membership in the Northern 10 Athletic Conference, the withdrawing member school’s superintendent must provide written notice to the Commissioner notifying the Conference of the action taken by its Board of Education to formally withdraw from the Northern 10 Athletic Conference.

4-1-2.
No effective date of withdrawal for any member school shall be less than the remainder of the current school year plus the next two (2) succeeding school years after receipt of the written notice of its intention to withdraw, unless by a vote of at least 70% of the remaining executive board members, the Northern 10 Athletic Conference accepts an earlier effective date of withdrawal.

4-1-3.
During the period of time between the date on which the Northern 10 Athletic Conference receives the Notice to Withdraw and the effective date of the withdrawal, the withdrawing school shall have the full rights and responsibilities of all other member schools except that (a) the withdrawing school may not vote on any proposed new member application to join the Northern 10 Athletic Conference and (b) the withdrawing school’s Principal may not serve as an officer.


2.  Expulsion

4-2-1.
A school may be expelled from the Northern 10 Athletic Conference for serious or repeated violations of the Constitution, Bylaws, Rules and/or Regulations of either the Northern 10 Athletic Conference or the Ohio High School Athletic Association.  In addition, a school may be expelled from the Northern 10 Athletic Conference for institutional failings in the promotion of good citizenship and/or good sportsmanship among the schools staff, student-athletes, boosters and/or parents.

4-2-2.
In order to expel a school from the Northern 10 Athletic Conference, the school that is being proposed for expulsion must first be given an opportunity to address the Executive Board at a Special Meeting regarding any and all grounds and grievances upon which the proposed expulsion is predicated.

4-2-3.
If, at the conclusion of this Special Meeting, the Northern 10 Athletic Conference desires to continue with the expulsion of said school, a unanimous vote of all other schools of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference is required for expulsion.  The school that is the subject of the proposed expulsion shall not be able to vote on its expulsion.


3.  Suspension.

4-3-1.
In the event a school loses its “good standing” with the Ohio High School Athletic Association for any reason whatsoever, the school’s membership in the Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall be suspended.

4-3-2.
In the event a school suspends or otherwise “drops” its sponsorship of interscholastic sports (teams or individuals) due to economic hard times or other funding issues, the schools membership in the Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall be suspended. 

4-3-3.
During the period of time that a school’s membership is suspended pursuant to this Article, the suspended school’s rights and privileges to participate in Northern 10 Athletic Conference activities shall be suspended.

4-3-4.
Notwithstanding the suspension of rights and privileges of a suspended school as set forth in 4-3-3, a suspended school’s obligations and duties may with respect to the Northern 10 Athletic Conference and/or any member school, may not be suspended as well.  The suspended school must seek a release from the Northern 10 Athletic Conference for any and all conference obligations and duties and must seek a release from the individual remaining schools for any obligations and duties owed them.

4-3-5.
A school whose suspension is about to terminate must petition the Northern 10 Athletic Conference for restoration of its rights and privileges in the Conference.  The Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall make every reasonable effort to restore the suspended schools rights and privileges as soon as practicable, however, the member schools recognize the rights and needs of schools to fulfill schedules and honor existing contracts.

ARTICLE V – MEMBERSHIP DUES

5-1-1.
The Administrative Board shall have the authority to levy, by a majority vote, any dues deemed necessary for the operations of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference at the August meeting.

ARTICLE VI – GOVERNANCE

1. Executive Board 

6-1-1.
The Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall have an Executive Board.

6-1-2.
The Executive Board shall be responsible for all matters concerning membership, withdrawal, expulsion, suspension, discipline concerning member schools; and approving constitutional amendments. 

2. Qualifications.

6-2-1.
The Executive Board shall consist of the superintendent from each member school.

6-2-2.
An Executive Board member may designate another individual from his/her school to represent him/her at any meeting of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference 

6-2-3.
Executive Board members, or their designees, shall cast one vote (and only one vote) on any/all matters for which a vote of the membership is required.
6-2-4.
All votes taken by the Executive Board in adherence to the directives outlined in the Constitution of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall be considered final and valid.
3. Powers and Duties.

6-3-1.
The powers and duties of the Executive Board include, but are not limited to:

1. Hold hearings on appeals of grievances with member schools.

2. Determine all issues of membership in the Northern 10 Athletic Conference.
3. Approval of amendments to the Northern 10 Athletic Conference Constitution
4. Officers.

6-4-1.
The officers of the Executive Board shall be:  President, Vice-President, and Commissioner

6-4-2.
The Presidency of the Executive Board will rotate alphabetically on an annual basis and coincide with the rotation of the Administrative Board.  The Vice-President shall be from the school next in the rotation.

6-4-3.
The duties of the President shall be to preside over all meetings of the Executive Board

6-4-4.
The duties of the Vice-president shall be to assume the duties of the President in the President’s absence and to take all meeting minutes which will then be submitted to member schools within a week the meeting date.

5. Meetings.

6-5-1.
The regular meetings of the Executive Board shall take place as follows:
1. The second (2nd) Wednesday of August which will include principals and athletic directors.

2. The first (1st ) Wednesday after the completion of both the girls’ and boys’ conference basketball schedules.

6-5-2.
Special meetings of the Executive Board may be called by the President or by a majority of the Executive Board.

6-5-3.
All meetings of the Executive Board shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order unless otherwise specified by these Articles.

6. Quorum.

6-6-1.
In order to constitute a quorum for any meetings of the Executive Board, at least 70% of the voting members of the Executive Board must be present at and throughout the meeting.

7. Administrative Board 

6-7-1.
The Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall be governed by an Administrative Board that shall direct the Commissioner and establish policy for the efficient operation of the Conference.

6-7-2.
The Administrative Board shall be responsible for employing a Commissioner, and such other officials of the conference as it deems necessary and appropriate for the effective operations of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference. 

8. Qualifications.

6-8-1.
The Administrative Board shall consist of the high school principal from each member school.

6-8-2.
An Administrative Board member may designate another individual from his/her school to represent him/her at any meeting of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference 

6-8-3.
Administrative Board members, or their designees, shall cast one vote (and only one vote) on any/all matters for which a vote of the membership is required.
6-8-4.
All votes taken by the Administrative Board in adherence to the directives outlined in the Constitution of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall be considered final and valid.
9. Powers and Duties.

6-9-1.
The powers and duties of the Administrative Board include, but are not limited to:

1. Employ the Commissioner and other personnel as the Board deems necessary and appropriate.

2. Approve contest rules and regulations for competition in the sports for which the Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall exercise any type of control or authority.

3. Make regulations to promote the purpose of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference.

4. Give final approval to all conference schedules.

10. Officers.

6-10-1.
The officers of the Administrative Board shall be:  President, Vice-President, and Commissioner

6-10-2.
The Presidency of the conference will rotate alphabetically on an annual basis.  The Vice-President shall be from the school next in the rotation.  The order of rotation for the office of President and Vice-President will be as follows provided the administrator (principal) of the next institution in the rotation has at least three (3) years experience with the conference:




2012-2013
Buckeye Central




2013-2014
Bucyrus




2014-2015
Carey




2015-2016
Colonel Crawford




2016-2017
Crestline




2017-2018
Mohawk




2018-2019
Ridgedale




2019-2020
Seneca East



2020-2021
Upper Sandusky



2021-2022
Wynford

6-10-3.
In the event, an administrator does not meet the qualifications of 6-10-2, the rotation will progress to the next institution whose administrator meets the aforementioned criteria.

6-10-4.
The duties of the President shall be to preside over all meetings of the Administrative Board, to supervise and assist the Commissioner in carrying out the business of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference, and to chair the evaluation committee.

6-10-5.
The duties of the Vice-president shall be to assume the duties of the President in the President’s absence and to take all meeting minutes which will then be submitted to member schools within a week the meeting date. 

11. Meetings.

6-11-1.
The regular meetings of the Administrative Board shall take place as follows:

6-11-1(a):
During the establishment period of the conference (Fall 2011-Spring 2014), the Administrative Board shall meet on a monthly basis on the second (2nd) Wednesday of each month until the Administrative Board deems that a regular monthly meeting is no longer needed.  This article section will terminate in July 2014.


6-11-1(b):
After the termination of 6-11-1(a), the meeting schedule of the Administrative Board will be as 
follows:

1. The second (2nd) Wednesday of August which will include superintendents and athletic directors.

2. The second (2nd) Wednesday after the completion of the conference football schedule.

3. The first (1st) Wednesday after the completion of both the girls’ and boys’ conference basketball schedules.

4. The second (2nd) Wednesday in June which will include superintendents and athletic directors.

5. Altered dates may be necessary if conflicts occur.

6. On dates of Administrative Board meetings, the Athletic Directors’ Board will meet prior to the Administrative Board for the purpose of proposing agenda items and recommending courses of action.
6-11-2.
Special meetings of the Administrative Board may be called by the President or by a majority of the Administrative Board.

6-11-3.
All meetings of the Administrative Board shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order unless otherwise specified by these Articles.

12. Quorum.

6-12-1.
In order to constitute a quorum for any meetings of the Administrative Board, at least 70% of the voting members of the Administrative Board must be present at and throughout the meeting.

13. Athletic Directors’ Board 

6-13-1.
The Northern 10 Athletic Conference shall be served by an Athletic Directors’ Board that shall work with the Commissioner in recommending policy for the effective operation of the Conference.

14. Qualifications.

6-14-1.
The Athletic Directors’ Board shall consist of the high school athletic director from each member school.

6-14-2.
An Athletic Directors’ Board member may designate another individual from his/her school to represent her/him at any meeting of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference Athletic Directors’ Board.  

6-14-3.
Athletic Directors’ Board members, or their designees, shall cast one vote (and only one vote) on any/all matters for which a vote of the membership is required.

15. Powers and Duties.

6-15-1.
The powers and duties of the Athletic Directors’ Board include, but are not limited to:

1. Working with the Commissioner in establishing schedules for all sports conducted by the Northern 10 Athletic Conference.

2. Recommending to the Administrative Board all contest rules and regulations.

3. Organize and conduct all Northern 10 Athletic Conference tournaments.

4. Having one member serve as liaison to each league sport conducted by the Northern 10 Athletic Conference.

16. 
Officers.

6-16-1.
The officers of the Athletic Directors’ Board shall be:  President, Vice-President, and Commissioner

6-16-2.
The Presidency of the Athletic Directors’ Board will rotate alphabetically on an annual basis and coincide with the rotation of the Administrative Board.

6-16-3.
The duties of the President shall be to preside over all meetings of the Athletic Directors’ Board, to supervise and assist the Commissioner in carrying out the business of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference, and to assist in the formulation of meeting agendas.
6-16-4.
The duties of the Vice-president shall be to assume the duties of the President in the President’s absence and to 
take all meeting minutes which will then be submitted to member schools within a week the meeting date.
17. Meetings.

6-17-1.
The regular meetings of the Athletic Directors’ Board shall take place monthly, except for the month of July, on a date and at a location established by the Athletic Directors’ Board unless otherwise directed by 6-11-1(b).  

6-17-2.
Special meetings of the Athletic Directors’ Board may be called by the Commissioner.

6-17-3.
All meetings of the Athletic Directors’ Board shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order unless otherwise specified by these Articles.

18. Quorum.

6-18-1.
In order to constitute a quorum for any meetings of the Athletic Directors’ Board, at least 70% of the voting members of the Athletic Directors’ Board must be present at and throughout the meeting.
ARTICLE VII – COMMITTEES

7-1-1. 
The Administrative Board may, from time to time establish committees that may be charged with researching and addressing any contemporaneous issue that may be facing the Northern 10 Athletic Conference or its member schools.

7-1-2.
Whenever a committee is established, the Administrative Board shall make clear the purpose for which the committee is being established, the composition of the representatives on said committee and the time line for the expected completion of the committee’s work.

7-1-3.
The Evaluation Committee will be a standing committee of the Administrative Board with the sole intent purpose to conduct annual evaluations of the Commissioner and any other league personnel.  The President, Vice-President, and Athletic Director Chairperson will serve as members of this committee.

ARTICLE VIII – ADHERENCE TO RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE N10
8-1-1. 
Each school holding membership in the Northern 10 Athletic Conference agrees to abide by the rules and regulations of the conference.  If for any reason, a school is suspected of a violation of the rules, a formal written charge may be made to the President of the N10 Administrative Board.  The President’s duties in such a situation are as follows:
1. Send a copy of the complaint to the superintendent, high school principal, and athletic director of all schools holding membership in the conference.

2. Set a time and place for hearing the case and notify member schools of such appointment.

3. The President of the Executive Board will serve as the hearing officer.  They are charged with conducting a strictly impartial hearing.

4. In case the school of the presiding officer is a direct party of the hearing, the Vice-President shall preside.  In the event that the schools of the President and Vice-President are direct parties, the remaining membership shall elect a presiding officer for the hearing.

5. Findings of the hearing shall be determined by a 70% vote of the membership not considered direct parties to the hearing.
ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS

9-1-1. 
The Constitution and Bylaws of the Northern 10 Athletic Conference may be amended by a 70% majority vote of the voting members.

9-1-2.
Voting on any proposed amendment to the Constitution or Bylaws shall occur at any regular meeting of the Executive Board.  Voting may take place by proxy in accordance with the rules established by the Executive Board.

9-1-3.
Proposed amendments must be received by the Commissioner’s Office no later than forty five (45) days prior to the Executive Board meeting and must be received by the Executive Board no later than thirty (30) days prior to the Executive Board meeting.

Adopted – September 17, 2012 in Bucyrus, Ohio by consent of the Executive Board 

Amended – August 1, 2013 in Bucyrus, Ohio by consent of the Executive Board
9

